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Curriculum Organiser – Year 2, Earth and Space Science 

Vocabulary and Concepts 
Learning Intention –  We are learning that Earth’s resources are used in a variety of ways (focus on water)  

Earth The 3rd planet from the sun. Our home.  

Resources A source of materials and energy that can be used 

Water One of Earth’s resources that is needed for life 

Soil Soil is a mixture of minerals and organic material that covers much of Earth’s surface.  

Minerals Minerals make up Earth's rocks, sands, and soils. They are found on Earth's surface as well as 
deep underground. Minerals are inorganic substances, meaning that they do not come from 
an animal or a plant. 

Sources Starting points 

Bore A hole drilled in the ground to access water 

Conserve To protect Earth’s resources 

Land The part of the earth’s surface that is  not water 

Recycle To prepare for a second use; to make a new product from something that has already been 
used 

Reduce Use less of a resource to be more sustainable  

Reuse Use again for the same or a different purpose 

Sustainable Supports the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 
support their needs 

Key Facts 

1 Tennant Creek’s Water Supply is from bores 

2 The water cycle is the continue movement of water from the atmosphere back to Earth’s 
surface.   

3 Tennant Creek water comes from Kelly Well, 20km south of Tennant Creek. Bores tap into 
an underground aquifer that is refilled each wet season.  

4 Pollution of ground water can occur through human activities  - for example, chemicals 
leaching into the underground water source 

5 It is everyone’s responsibility to conserve water and other natural resources for future use.  

6 Water is our Earth’s most important resource. Without it, there would be no life.  

7  

Science as Human Endeavour 

Science knowledge helps people to understand the effect of their actions  - for example  

- Hydrologists help us solve water related problems such as monitoring water levels so that all people have 
enough water.  

- Meteorologists and climatologists make predictions about future weather patterns so that people can plan 
for water use.  

Science Enquiry Skills 

Represent and communicate observations, ideas and findings using formal and informal representations 

Aboriginal Perspectives 

https://ourworld.unu.edu/en/walking-on-country-with-spirits  



Produced by Jocelyn Seamer 
 

 

Australian Curriculum Achievement Standards 

 

By the end of Year 2, students describe changes to objects, materials and living things. They identify that 
certain materials and resources have different uses and describe examples of where science is used in 
people’s daily lives. 
 
Students pose and respond to questions about their experiences and predict outcomes of investigations. 
They use informal measurements to make and compare observations. They record and represent 
observations and communicate ideas in a variety of ways. 
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Year 2 Rubric  
A B C D E 

Use of accurate diagrams, 
other representations and 
relevant science 
terminology to coherently 
communicate ideas 

Use of diagrams, other 
representations and relevant 
science terminology to 
communicate ideas 

Use of diagrams and other 
representations to 
communicate ideas 

Communication of ideas 
using everyday language  

Fragmented 
communication of ideas 

Identification and clear and 
informed description of the 
different uses of materials 
and resources 

Identification and informed 
description of the different 
uses of materials and 
resources 

Identification that certain 
materials and resources have 
different uses 

Guided identification that 
certain materials and 
resources have different 
uses 

Statements about 
materials, resources and 
their uses 

clear and informed 
description of where and 
how science is used in 
people’s daily lives  

informed description of where 
science is used in people’s 
daily lives 

description of where science is 
used in people’s daily lives 

Guided description of 
science being used in 
people’s daily lives 

statements about science 
in everyday life 

 
NB – the following terminology will be helpful in making grading choices.  

- Knowledge/information refers to facts, concepts, principles, laws, theories and models that have been established by scientists over time; 
- Understanding - the concepts underpinning and connecting knowledge in a learning area, related to a student’s ability to appropriately select and 

apply knowledge to solve problems in that learning area 
- Fragmented - disjointed, incomplete or isolated 
- Informed - Having relevant knowledge; being conversant with the topic; in the context of Science, informed means referring to scientific 

background knowledge and/or empirical observations 
- Reasoned - logical and sound; presented with justification; in the context of Science, reasoned also means that the evidence is provided through 

reference to scientific background knowledge and/or empirical observations as part of the justification 

Further information is available at https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/downloads/p_10/ac_sci_yr2_se.pdf  
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Possible Assessment Task 1 
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Possible Assessment Task 2 
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